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Crossing the railway line near Al Hiawatha we could only 

stare in amazement at the size and scale of irrigated land 

below us. Huge dams, an irrigation channel grid of 

literally hundreds of kilometers. When we look at 

pictures of the Sudan we see hungry, starving people with 

potbellies. Go figure. 100 miles out at EMITA we finally 

got hold of Khartoum approach who cleared us to 8000 ‘ 

and this was also the end of any useful visibility. It 

wasn’t quite one of these dreaded Haboob's, but certainly a remnant thereof. Occasionally you could get a 

glimpse of some ground feature, but as we got near Khartoum that disappeared altogether. So did my 

comprehension of the garbled sentences uttered by an ATC lady that badly needed speech therapy. 
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Past Wadi Halfa the dust started to clear and we crossed the vast expanse of Lake Nasser into Egyptian 

airspace. ATC all of a sudden comes over crystal clear and precise as we flew over Abu Simbel. Below us we 

see the twin temples originally carved out of the mountainside during the reign of Pharaoh Ramses II and his 

queen Nefertari. The complex was relocated in its entirety in the 1960s to protect it from the rising waters of 

the Aswan High Dam. �����	��	
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